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Whether making this fun toy for yourself or for your kid, a homemade guitar is an easy and
creative way to make a little music from household items. This article will show you a few
ways to make a simple guitar using items you might already have at home.

Things You'll Need

B Making a Shoe Box Guitar

() Shoe box

(] Box cutter and scissors

(J cardboard

(] 4 -6 rubber bands

() school glue

(] cardboard tube, paper towel tube, or pvc pipe
U Tape or hot glue

() Paint, paper, stickers, etc (to decorate)

H Making a Simple Tissue Box Guitar
(] Tissue box

(] 4 rubber bands

() scissors

U Paper towel tube

U Tape

(] Glue

UJ Popsicle sticks, straws, or unsharpened pencil
(] Paint, paper, stickers, etc (for decorating)

I Making a Simple Paper Plate Guitaris)
(] Two paper plates

(] Glue

(] Wooden ruler or paint stir stick

(] 4 rubber bands

(] Paint, stickers, glitter, etc (to decorate)
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Method 1 of 3:
Making a Shoe Box Guitar

1 Gather your supplies. This guitar is more complex to make, but the results are well
worth it. Here's a list of what you will need:

e Shoe box

» Box cutter and scissors

e Cardboard

* 4 — 6 rubber bands

e School glue

e Cardboard tube, paper towel tube, or pvc pipe
e Tape or hot glue

¢ Paint, paper, stickers, etc (to decorate)



Cut a large hole in the center of a shoe box lid. Use a cup or mug to trace a circle
into a shoe box lid. Then, use a box cutter to cut the circle out.[1] This will be your sound
hole.

e If you are a child, ask an adult to help you with this step.

e |f you can't find a shoe box, you can buy one from the scrapbooking section of an arts
and crafts shop. They are mainly used for storing photographs, but they are right size
and come in many different colors and patterns.

Punch four to six holes in a straight line 1 inch (2.54 centimeters) above and make

sure to use a pencil below the sound hole. These will be your string holes. Make
sure to align the top and bottom holes so that each string will run straight across the sound
hole. The row of holes should not extend past the widest point of the sound hole.
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Paint or decorate the shoe box. You can paint the box part using acrylic or tempera
paints. You can also cover the lid and box parts (separately) with paper. Here are some

more ways in which you can decorate your guitar:
e Draw designs on the guitar using markers, crayons, or glitter glue.

e Stick some stickers or foam shapes onto your guitar to make it look more colorful.

e Decorate the rim of the sound hole.

e Paint the inside of your box. This way, the color will show through the sound hole, and
make your guitar look more interesting.
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Cut four, 1 inch (2.54 centimeters) wide strips of cardboard. Measure the distance
from the far left string hole to the far right string hole, then cut the cardboard accordingly.
Each strip of cardboard needs to be the same length.
e |f you've painted the body of the guitar, you may want to paint the strips of cardboard
as well. For a more striking effect, paint them using a contrasting color.
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Glue two of the cardboard strips above and below the sound hole to make the
bridge. The strips should be right between the string holes and the top to bottom edge

of the sound hole. The strips will help lift the strings off the body of the guitar and give you a
better sound.

between the holes needs to be the same as the string holes you made on your box lid.



Cut four to six rubber bands open. You will be stringing these rubber bands through
the string holes. Consider using both thick and thin rubber bands. Each will give you a
different sound.

Thread the rubber bands through one of the cardboard strips and secure them

with a knot. Begin by tying a knot at the end of each rubber band. Thread the loose
end through the holes in one of the cardboard strips. You will need one rubber band for each
hole. The knot at the bottom of the rubber band will keep it from falling out.

e Don't make the knots too close to the ends of the bands or the ends might slip through
and untie the knots.



1 Place the cardboard strip under the lid and feed the rubber bands up through
the string holes. The cardboard strip will hold the rubber bands securely in place. If
you want, you can tape the edges of the cardboard strip to the underside of the lid.

1 Stretch each string across the sound hole and into the corresponding string
hole on the other side of the sound hole. You can use a binder clip to temporarily
hold the rubber band strings in place once you have fed them through the string holes.



1 Place the other cardboard strip under the lid and thread the rubber bands

through the holes. Secure each rubber band by tying the end into a knot. If you
want, make each string a little looser/tighter than the previous one. This will allow you to
achieve different notes, sort of like in a real guitar. You can also tape the cardboard strip to
the underside of the lid

1 Consider gluing a 'z inch (1.27 centimeters) wide cardboard strip across the top

and bottom string holes. This will help cover the holes and make your guitar look
neater. Each piece of cardboard needs to be long enough to cover all of the string holes on
each side. Draw a line of glue across the top and bottom holes, then press the cardboard strip
down onto it.

e Consider painting the cardboard strip a contrasting color so that it stands out from the
rest of your guitar.



1 Find a tube that is longer than your shoe box to make the neck. You can use a
cardboard mailing tube, a paper towel tube, or even a plastic or pvc tube.

1 Decorate the tube. You can paint it, cover it with paper, or even wrap tape around it

to make it more colorful. You can also glue paper "keys" to the top of the tube to
make the knobs. You can even draw 4 to 6 lines down the front of the tube to make the
strings.

» Note that if the neck is a different material than the body, the painted result might not
match (even if you use the same paint).



1 Cut a hole in the top of the shoe box to slide the neck tube through. Use the
base of your tube to trace a circle onto the top of your guitar. Then, use a box cutter
to cut the circle out.

e If you are a child, ask an adult to help you with this step.

1 Attach the neck to the body of the guitar. Slide the tube about 2 inches (5.08

centimeters) down into the hole. If your tube is made out of a heavier material, slide it
down further. Secure the seam between the tube and the box with hot glue or tape. Make sure
that you are putting the tape and glue on the inside of your box, so that you don't see it once
you put your guitar together.



1 Place the lid on your shoe box. Draw a line of glue around the inside edges of your
box lid. Place the lid down onto the box and wait for the glue to dry.
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1 Play your guitar. If you want, you can cut a triangle shape out of some colored
cardboard and use it as a guitar pick.
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~» Method 2 of 3:
Making a Simple Tissue Box Guitar

1 Gather your supplies. This guitar is easy to make, and great for young children. It is
your classic tissue box guitar. Here's a list of what you will need:

o Tissue box

¢ 4 rubber bands

e Scissors

e Paper towel tube

e Tape

e Glue

» Popsicle sticks, straws, or unsharpened pencil

» Paint, paper, stickers, etc (for decorating)

Find an empty tissue box and pull out the clear plastic piece inside the hole. It
should come away easily. If it doesn't, cut it out using a pair of scissors.



Tape the paper towel roll down to one of the skinny ends of the box. You can also
attach the roll using hot glue. The tube should be aligned with the vertical hole in the box.

Decorate the guitar. You can cover the guitar with paper. You can also paint it using
tempera or acrylic paints. Here are some more decorating ideas:

» Draw little designs on the guitar using markers, crayons, or glitter glue.

o Stick down some stickers or foam shapes onto the guitar to make it more colorful.

¢ Glue down some large beads near the top of the tub to make the knobs. You will need
two to three beads on each side.



Glue down a popsicle stick above and another below the hole to make the bridge.

Draw a horizontal line of glue above and below the tissue hole. Press a popsicle stick
down onto each line of glue. Let the glue dry. The popsicle sticks will lift the rubber bands up
a little and make the guitar sound better.

» Consider painting or decorating the sticks once the glue dries.

¢ You can also use crayons, pencils, or even straws to make the bridge.

Allow the paint and glue to dry before moving on. If you move ahead to the next
steps too soon, your guitar will far apart.



Wrap four large rubber bands around the box lengthwise. You want to end up with
two rubber bands on the left side of the tube, and two rubber bands on the right side of
the tube. Position the rubber bands so that they are right over the tissue hole.

¢ Try to use thick and thin rubber bands. Each one will give you a different sound. [2]
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Play with your guitar. Experiment with making different sounds. You can even cut a
triangle out of a piece of colored cardboard to make the guitar pick.



Method 3 of 3:
Making a Simple Paper Plate Guitar

1 Gather your supplies. This guitar is simple and easy to make. It is ideal for young
children. It can also double up as a banjo. Here's a list of what you will need:[3

e Two paper plates

e Glue

e Wooden ruler or paint stir stick
® 4 rubber bands

e Paint, stickers, glitter, etc (to decorate)

Glue two paper plates together to make a thick, sturdy plate. Draw a line of glue
around the upper rim of a paper plate. Place the second plate right on top of it. The
plates should be stacked, so that you end up with one thick plate.

» Make sure that your paper plates are sturdy and have a ridge or rim.



Glue a wooden ruler or paint stir stick to the back of the plate to make the neck.

Cover the bottom third of the stick with glue. Press it against the back of the plate. The
rest of the stick should be sticking out from behind the guitar; you don't want the neck to be
too short or it will look silly. Try to center the stick as much as possible.

Decorate the guitar. You can paint the guitar using acrylic paint. You can also draw
designs on it using markers or glitter glue. You can even make it look more colorful by
covering it with stickers.

» Consider clipping two wooden clothespins to the top of the stick. Space them about 1

inch (2.54 centimeters) apart. If you don't want the clothespins to fall off and get lost,
place glue on the stick before clipping them on.
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Let the guitar dry. If you move ahead to the next step too soon, your guitar will fall
apart. How long it dries depends on how much paint and glue you used.

Wrap four rubber bands around the plate. Place two rubber bands two the left side of
the stick, and two rubber bands to the right side of the stick. Try using both thick and thin
rubber bands to create different sounds.

wiki
Play with your guitar. Experiment with producing different sounds. Don't pull on the
strings too tightly, however, or they may break.



Community Q&A

How can I tune the strings?

o

Make the rubber bands longer or shorter. You might need several different kinds
of rubber bands to do so.

Helpful = 57 Not Helpful 15

Can you make a ukulele using this method?
o,
a b

Yes. It won't function as a ukulele (just as this won't be a functional guitar), but
you can always use thinner rubber bands for a higher sound.

Helpful = 75 Not Helpful = 47

For the first method, how do | put the rubber bands through?
-—

| used a wood shish kabob stick to push the rubber bands through the holes and
then knotted them. It was a bit challenging.

Helpful © 53 Not Helpful = 37

How does the shoe box guitar change pitch and volume?

75
@"S

You can't, at least not in the sense of a real guitar. You could lightly press on one
of the rubber bands, but otherwise you can't really change it much.

Helpful = 68 Not Helpful =~ 55

What methods can | use for changing the pitch and sound of my rubber band
guitar?

You can try playing closer to one end of the rubber band. You could also change
the size of the band or bands.

Helpful © 40 Not Helpful = 26



How do | play a song with it?

’ Community Answer

It isn't a functional guitar, so it really isn't made to play songs. But, you can
change the thickness of the rubber bands, and you can play on different sides of
the rubber bands for some tonal change.

Helpful © 39 Not Helpful ~ 31

Can we use this guitar to start a band?

’ Community Answer

e

No. It's not a real guitar. If you want to start a band, get a real acoustic guitar.

Helpful © 22 Not Helpful ~ 41

Where do you get the rubber bands?

3 ’ Community Answer
a b

Pretty much any store. Dollar stores, WalMart, Target, and most grocery stores
have them, most likely in or near the section with office or shipping supplies.

Helpful = 38 Not Helpful ~ 40

Where do | get the paper plates?
@ Community Answer
a b
At a dollar store, Walmart, or other grocery store.

Helpful = 22 Not Helpful ~ 30

Do any of these make sound?
’ Community Answer
-~
They do, but not loudly or in any set tuning.

Helpful = 20 Not Helpful =~ 23

See more answers
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» Take some hollow cans (for drums), make another shoebox guitar with a much lower
pitch (for a bass), call up friends, and form a homemade instrument band.

* Try to use larger rubber bands. Rubber bands that are too small or too tight can
cause weaker materials, such as paper plates and tissue boxes, to warp and cave
in.

* To make a paper towel tube sturdier, use several tubes. Slice all but one of them

down the middle lengthwise and insert them inside one another. Then, slide all of
them down the last tube (the one you did not cut.

» Use six strings and tune them exactly like a guitar. This will make your guitar even
more realistic.

¢ You can make the bridge almost out of anything, including: chopsticks, pencils,
crayons, straws, popsicle sticks, folded index cards, and pieces of cardboard. The
goal is to lift the strings up slightly to produce a better sound.

« |f your rubber bands are long enough, you can stretch them all the way up the neck.

* When making guitar string holes, consider using a protector, a sharp pencil, or a
ballpoint pen.

* Make several guitars. Every one of them will sound different. Pick the one that
makes the best melody and play it.

* You can make a guitar pick out of a piece of cardboard. You can also just use the
plastic tab that comes on a bag of bread.[4]

¢ You can use almost anything you want to make the knobs at the top of the guitar
arm, including beads, popsicle sticks, clothespins, or even brads.[5]

Warnings

e If you are a child and the instructions call for a box cutter, ask an adult to help you.

¢ Hot glue guns can burn and cause blisters if you are not careful. An adult should
handle the glue gun. If you are worried about burns and blisters, consider using a
low-temp glue gun instead of a high-temp one.

» Young children should be supervised for steps involving scissors and around loose
rubber bands
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