
HOLIDAYS AND TRADITIONS »  GIFT GIVING

How to Make a Homemade Gift
Explore this Article     

Co-authored by 20 contributors
Last Updated: February 7, 2021

Looking for a heartfelt gift that won't leave you broke? Try making your own. There are literally
hundreds of affordable DIY projects that make great gifts. These sorts of gifts can make a
major impression — in fact, taking the time to make them by hand is often more impressive
than spending lots of cash.
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1 Write a heartfelt card.  When all else fails, this simple gesture makes a great choice for
almost any occasion. While cards can be purchased at nearly any supermarket or

department store, piecing together your own from craft materials can make a statement about
the time and effort you're willing to spend on the recipient. The most important part of the
card, though, is the words you write on it. Try to be sincere and honest while writing
something that your friend is going to find sweet or entertaining.

You don't just have to write straightforward expressions like "Thank you for always
being there for me." Feel free to get creative — poems, limericks, jokes, acrostics, and
even short stories can make a card really shine.
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2 Try making a scrapbook.  A scrapbook isn't just a great gift — it's a way to remind your
friend of all the great memories you have together. If you need a quick gift or you don't

have enough photos for an entire scrapbook, try making a collage on a single piece of paper
or posterboard. In either case, you can decorate the photos and the border around them with
cut-out quotes, stencils, drawings, and more.

To make a scrapbook, you'll just need a few pieces of construction paper, some glue or
tape, a skinny ribbon, a hole punch, and lots of photos of you and the gift recipient.
Paste the pictures in any sequence you want on your sheets of paper. For example,
you may want to begin with photos of when you first met. Decorate the pages with
printed-off quotes, doodles, inside jokes, stickers, glitter, or whatever else you want.

When you're ready, punch holes in one side of the stack of papers and tie them
together with ribbon to make a book. Don't forget to leave a blank sheet at the front for
the cover.



3 Make friendship coupons.  These are fantastic gifts for family members, boyfriends,
and girlfriends. The basic idea here is to make a small book of cards or "coupons" from

scratch. On each coupon, write a favor or an activity that you know the gift recipient likes. For
example, if you're giving the coupons to your boyfriend, you might write "I will give you one
free back rub" on one of the coupons. When you're finished, tie the coupons together with
ribbon and decorate them as you wish.

See our article on homemade coupon books for more help with this task.

https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Coupon-Book-for-Tasks


4 Make a deck of complimentary cards.  This is sometimes also called "52 things I Love
About You." For this gift, you take an ordinary pack of cards and turn it into something

special by writing compliments for the gift recipient on each one. You may want to brainstorm
first so you don't run out of ideas halfway through. When you give the gift, offer to use the
cards to play your favorite card game together.

For this gift, you will need a full deck of cards, 52 blank sticker labels, and markers,
glitter, and other supplies, if you want to decorate. Put a label on each card. If you can,
leave space for the number and suit so you can still use the cards to play. Write
something you love about your friend on each label. When you're done, decorate the
cards and the box how you wish.



5 Make a flower arrangement.  This makes a great gift for Mother's day. Pick a collection
of flowers that you think look good together, then put them together in a vase or

decorative arrangement. Try using objects from around the house for this. For example, an
old rinsed-out wine bottle makes a great vase. Don't cut flowers from your garden (or a
neighbor's) without the permission of whoever is responsible for taking care of it.

Another great way to make a flower arrangement is to buy a hard foam sphere from a
local craft store (these are usually quite cheap). Cut it in half to make a dome, then
bore holes in it with a pen or pencil. Paint this how you wish. When the paint dries, put
flowers, twigs, and other pretty objects from outdoors in the holes.



6 Make a gift basket.  This is an excellent way to give the impression of a homemade gift
even when some of the things you're giving are bought in the store. A gift basket is

exactly what it sounds like — a decorative basket filled with small gifts the recipient will enjoy.
For example, if your friend loves movies, you might fill the basket with a selection of classic
DVDs. Try combining a mix of store bought and homemade gifts in the basket for a personal
touch.

Making a gift basket is easy. Start by filling a basket with tissue paper, shredded
cardboard, or decorative packing material. Wedge small gifts into basket, arranging
them in a pleasing pattern. Place the card in the basket with the gifts as well. If you
wish, decorate the basket by hand or wrap it in cellophane before giving it.



1 Make a blanket.  If you know how to quilt, a blanket makes a great homemade gift.
Personalize the blanket to fit the person you're giving it to. For example, you might use a

checkerboard pattern where every other square is decorated with things that have to do with
the person who's getting the gift. For example, if your friend is a mountain climber, you could
decorate one square with a picture of a climbing carabiner.

When you're picking out fabrics, consider the occasion. For example, if the blanket is a
Christmas present, you may want to use green and red fabrics, or if it's for Valentine's
Day, you can use red and pink. If it's for a birthday use the person's favorite colors.

See our main article on making quilts for more help.

If you have a loom, you can knit a beautiful blanket using the loom.
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2 Make a personalized candle.  This is another good choice for Mother's Day. To make
the most basic version of this gift, grab a small jar, decorate it however you wish, and

place a good-quality candle inside. For a more professional look, you can even fill the jar with
liquid wax and put the wick in yourself. If you do this, try adding a small amount of perfume or
fragrant materials like lavender to give the candle a pleasing scent.

If you have construction paper and paint, you can decorate your jar for a "stained
glass" effect. Cut the paper into a shape or design that makes sense. Glue it or tape it
to the inside wall of the jar. Paint the inside of the jar with a thin layer of paint and allow
it to dry. Carefully peel the paper out and its shape will be imprinted on the glass.



3 Give a heartwarming picture with a custom frame.  While it can be expensive to have
a picture professionally framed, this method lets you give a memorable gift for fairly

cheap. Have a picture of a happy memory shared by you and your friend and have it enlarged
to portrait size at a photo developer's. Buy a cheap frame from your local craft store (it can
even be made out of cardboard). Decorate it with doodles, quotes, glitter, or whatever else
you want before you put the picture in.



4 Make clothes or accessories from scratch.  Clothing that you knit or sew yourself can
make the perfect gift — whenever your friend wears it, they'll think of you. Knit hats, head

warmers or socks can be some of the simplest projects for beginners since they can be knit
by following the patterns on looped guides called "looms." However, with a little sewing know-
how, you can make more complex clothes. For example, a worn-out pair of jeans can become
a stylish new jean skirt. There are many, many projects you can try — it's up to you to pick
one your friend will like.

Don't feel like you have to make a piece of clothing — accessories can often be
quicker, easier and just as appreciated. For example, a duct tape wallet makes a
durable yet stylish gift.
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5 Make a piece of DIY art.  It's your chance to really let your creativity shine. Paintings,
sketches, pottery, sculptures, and many other forms of art can make unique presents.

You can even try making a non-physical piece of art, like a song. Don't be afraid to give a
piece of art that's not perfect — it's the effort and creativity that count.

For one piece of wall art that's fairly beginner-friendly, you'll need spraypaint, a small
sheet of plywood (2' × 2' max), and a yard or two of wooden dowel material. Cut the
dowel into a few narrow strips, spray paint them, and glue or nail them to the plywood
to make a frame around the edge.

Next, cut the dowel crosswise to make many small pegs that are almost the same size,
but not exactly. Spraypaint these pegs different colors. Use wood glue to stick them
inside the frame randomly until it is completely full. When the glue dries, you'll have a
uniquely textured, multicolored piece of art to give to your friend.

Question

What if my family is getting me better stuff, and I feel gilty giving them
homemade gifts?

Community Answer

You can only give what you afford. It would be foolish to spend money you don't
have or need to put toward more important things. Your family will still appreciate
you. At least you are giving them something.

Community Q&A

Helpful 42 Not Helpful 6



Question

Any ideas of what to put in a gift basket for my mom?

Community Answer

You could make a "spa" themed gift and include some nice soaps, lotions, and
candles, and maybe some nice new towels as well.

Question

Does a drawing count as DIY art?

Community Answer

Sure, as long as it's nicely done (and hopefully meaningful to the person, if it's a
gift).

Question

What if my dad is very strict and difficult?

Community Answer

Try giving him something that he never had when he was a kid or something he
really wanted as a kid. That might make him loosen up a bit.

Question

How do I make a homemade gift for a tech-savvy parent?

Community Answer

You could always make them a beautiful phone case. An iPad case would work
as well. If you are talented and can do this, even go for a laptop case.

Question

What if I want to make something unique for a secret Santa gift?

Community Answer

You can make something that you think the recipient would enjoy.

Question

Can a 19-year-old girl do this?

Community Answer

Yes! These tips can be used by anyone no matter what age. Gift giving has no
limit!
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Question

What if the person who I'm giving the gift to has given me so many wonderful
gifts that I feel that my homemade gift isn't satisfactory?

Tom De
Backer
Top Answerer

If I gave you a gift worth a thousand dollars and you gave me one worth one
dollar, the 'score' between us is not 1000-1, it's 1-1. A gift is a gift, and its worth is
in the fact that we cared enough to give it. If I'm rich and you're poor, I can't give
you a private jet and expect the equivalent in return; that would bankrupt you,
which is not a nice thing to do among friends. Put some thought in what you know
about this person, link that into the gift, make it personal and heartwarming.

Question

I have no idea what gift I could make for a guy, especially if his taste is not so
clear. What would a 19 year old love?

Community Answer

Try making a gift basket of all of his favorite things. If you don't know what he
likes, just simply ask him. Or get him a gift card. Try to find out where he buys a
lot of his clothes and then get him a $50 gift card there!

Question

What should I make for my 7 year old cousin?

Searoller27
Community Answer

Your cousin might enjoy a cardboard game machine or regular machine. It does
not have to be fancy. You can easily find instructions by searching wikiHow.

Helpful 25 Not Helpful 2

Helpful 6 Not Helpful 2

Helpful 6 Not Helpful 1

Ideas for many more homemade gifts can be found with a quick search engine
query. For example, a search for "DIY art projects" gives recommendations for
purses made from soda can tabs, lamps made from plastic spoons, and much
more.

Looking for unique gift ideas? See our selection of gift-giving articles for help with a
wide variety of topics.

Tips

[1]

1. ↑ http://www.boredpanda.com/creative-diy-project-ideas/
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