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Have you seen the movie "PS I Love You" with Hilary Swank and liked the game Snaps that
her character plays? You might've also seen the snapping game from "The League" or
learned the Snaps game at camp and forgotten how to play it. Learning to play Snaps is very
simple and will provide hours of laughs for you and your friends or family.

Starting Rules for the Game Playing the Snaps Game
Guessing a Snapper’s Word Questions & Answers Tips and Warnings References

https://www.wikihow.com/Main-Page
https://www.wikihow.com/Category:Hobbies-and-Crafts
https://www.wikihow.com/Category:Games
https://www.wikihow.com/Play-Snaps
https://www.wikihow.com/index.php?title=Play-Snaps&action=credits


1 Know the basic rules of Snaps.  The game of Snaps is a fairly simple concept that
requires nothing other than at least two people, the ability to snap your fingers, and some

creative thinking.

The basic idea of Snaps is to spell out individual letters of a word using either a
statement or a snap of your fingers.

There are at least two players in Snaps. The snapper is the person who chooses a
word and then snaps out the answer. The receiver is the person who listens to the
snapper and guesses the word.

For consonants, you’ll say a sentence or statement in which the first word starts with
the same letter that you are trying to spell out. For example, if you choose “George
Washington,” your first letter is a “G.” You’ll clue the receiver into the name by starting
with a sentence like “Get ready.” This lets the receiver know that the first name of the
person or the clue is “G.”

For vowels, you snap your fingers- hence the name of the game. Each vowel
corresponds to a specific number of snaps. "A" is one snap, "E" is two snaps, "I" is
three snaps, "O" is four snaps, and "U" is five snaps. Thus, for the second letter of
“George Washington,” you would give two clear snaps for an “E.”

There is no cue for a space in between words.
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2 Choose the name of a person that you want the receiver to guess.  Since the idea
of Snaps is to guess the name of someone, choose one that everyone can easily guess,

such as a politician or celebrity.

For example, you can use “Hillary Clinton” or “Britney Spears.”

Try to avoid difficult names or names that start with difficult letters. For example, the
name Xavier would be difficult to use because of the “x.” There are no words with
which you could put together a cue sentence.

[3]

3 Decide if you want to give the receiver the exact name or the clue to the name.
You don’t necessarily have to give your receiver the person’s exact name. To make it a

bit more difficult, you can snap your receiver a clue to the person’s name.

For example, if you want the receiver to guess “George Washington” you could snap
out the clue “first President.” For “Marlon Brando” you could use “the Godfather.”

[4]



4 Figure out good consonant statements and a clear clue to the name, if necessary.
Once you know the name that you want to play, figure out how to spell it properly first

and then look at the consonants. If you’ve decided to use a clue instead of the direct name,
you’ll need to devise a clear clue for the receiver.

For example, for the name “George Washington,” you’ll need to have brief statements
to clue your reader into each consonant in the name or in the clue. You could use
“Read the newspaper” for “R.” If you decide to use “first President” as your clue, you
could use “Party on” as your statement for the letter “P.”



1 Clue your receiver about the word to be snapped.  Before you start spelling out your
letter with statements and snaps, clue your receiver about the nature of the word with a

simple sentence.

If you’re using the direct name of a person, say "Snaps IS the name of the game." This
lets your receiver know that you’re spelling out the name of a person.

If you’re giving the receiver a clue about the person, such as “Rocky” for Sylvester
Stallone or “the Godfather” for Marlon Brando, say "Snaps ISN'T the name of the
game." This clues your receiver that you’re spelling out a clue to the name.
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2 Give the first letter to the receiver.  After you’ve clued in your receiver that you’re
giving her a name or a clue, give her the first letter of the word with either a statement or

snaps.

Most names will begin with a consonant, so you will likely begin with a statement.
Thus, for “Sylvester Stallone,” you could start with the statement “Super duper” to let
your receiver know the first letter is a “s.”

3 Give the second letter.  When the receiver has figured out the first letter, move on to
the second letter of your name or clue. Only do this once they’re ready to go and you’ve

either figured out a next statement or vowel, depending on the second letter.

Second letters are often vowels, so your next clue will probably be a series of snaps.
For “Al Pacino” you will want to snap clearly once to indicate to your receiver that “a” is
the next letter.

Remember to snap clearly so that your receiver can hear each individual snap.



4 Follow the same pattern for the rest of the letters.  Use the same pattern of snaps
and statements until you’ve finished spelling out either the name or the clue.

If there are any parts that the receiver didn’t get, go back and give the statements or
snap series again.

5 Guess the person’s name or clue.  Have your receiver guess the person once you’ve
finished spelling out the name or clue. If he doesn’t get it, you can either help him or play

another round of snaps to solve the name.

If you decided to use a clue to a person’s name, have your receiver guess the clue first
and then the name.



1 Pay attention to the snapper’s first line.  Make sure to pay close attention to what the
snapper says before he begins using snaps or statements. This will help you know if he

is using a name or a clue about a name.

If the snapper is using the direct name of a person, he will say "Snaps IS the name of
the game."

If the snapper says "Snaps ISN'T the name of the game," then you know that he is
spelling out a clue about a person.
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2 Listen closely to the first statement or series of snaps.  The snapper will either give
you a clue or snap for the first letter of the name or clue. Make sure to pay close

attention to this so you get the game off to a good start.

For example, if the snapper chose “Benjamin Netanyahu” as the name, he would first
say a statement like “Be prepared” to let you know that the first letter of the name or
clue is “B.”

If he chose the name Iggy Pop, on the other hand, he would first snap three times to let
you know that the first letter is “I.”

3 Follow this pattern until the snapper finishes the name or the clue.  Listen to the
snapper’s statements and snaps until he says that he is finished so that you can

successfully solve the name or clue.

If it makes it easier to remember each letter, write them down on a piece of paper.



4 Guess the name or the clue to the name.  Once the snapper has finished spelling out
the name or the clue, guess what it is. If you can’t get it, either ask the snapper to clarify

something or play another round of snaps to solve the name.

If the snapper decided to use a clue to a person’s name, guess the clue first and then
the name.

Question

So how many times do you snap at the end "E" of Selena Gomez?

Community Answer

For vowels, you snap your fingers - hence, the name of the game. Each vowel
corresponds to a specific number of snaps. "A" is one snap, "E" is two snaps, "I"
is three snaps, "O" is four snaps, and "U" is five snaps. Thus, for the second letter
of “George Washington,” you would make two clear snaps for an “E.”

Question

What if a word has two vowels right next to each other, such as in "eat." How
would I tell if it's an A then E, and not an I?

Community Answer

You do 2 snaps (to indicate the letter E), pause, and then 1 snap (to indicate the
letter A). Make sure you pause in between.

Community Q&A

Helpful 71 Not Helpful 26

Helpful 80 Not Helpful 9



Question

If I have a name that starts with a vowel, like Adam, would I snap to begin with,
or say a sentence that starts with an A?

Community Answer

You snap clearly once to indicate the first letter is 'A', then continue with a
statement for 'd'.

Question

Can we play this game with other words, and not just celebrity/politician
names?

Community Answer

Technically you can, but it would make it harder for the player that is trying to
guess.

Question

How do I find the 3rd letter when playing Snaps?

Community Answer

It will go on in a sequence, for example 'Shakira' you could say "So did you get it
yet?" "Have you gotten it?" (Snap once signifying 'A') "Keep going." (Snap 3 times
signifying 'I') "Ready to go?" Lastly, (Snap once signifying 'A').

Question

What sentence could we say beginning the letters ‘f, g, m, n, p, q, v, w, x, z’ ?

Community Answer

f; focus on my words. g;. get ready for this. n; now listen carefully. p; pay
attention. q; question me carefully. v; video games are fun. w; winning this is my
goal. x; x-mas is coming up. z; zebras are my favorite animal. You can use
basically any sentence honestly. It doesn't matter if they make sense paired with
other sentences in the round.

Question

For vowels we are supposed to snap, then for the constants, do we say a
statement that starts with that letter?

Community Answer

Yes! That is exactly correct. For vowels, a-e-i-o-u, you snap 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 times
for each letter in that order. (a = 1, e = 2, i = 3, o = 4, and u = 5). For consonants,
make up a sentence that starts with that letter.

Helpful 52 Not Helpful 12

Helpful 35 Not Helpful 10

Helpful 17 Not Helpful 9

Helpful 3 Not Helpful 1

Helpful 2 Not Helpful 0
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Question

What if there’s a letter that’s not a vowel?

Community Answer

Then you would make up a sentence that starts with that letter. For example: the
name that you are doing is "Sophia". The sentence you could use is "See what I
am saying?" or any other sentence that starts with the letter "S". It is only limited
by your imagination, and the name or clue you chose.
Helpful 3 Not Helpful 1

https://www.wikihow.com/video/5/57/Play+Snaps+Step+0.1080p.mp4

VideoRead Video Transcript

Try not to use very long words.

Don't go too fast so that a person has some time to process your statement or clue.

Remember not to use words with odd letters, such as "X" when you're first beginning
to play, as those are difficult to make a statement for.

As an alternative style of play, to say a consonant, say a phrase that starts with a
word starting with said consonant, and ends with listen or listening. For a y you
could say "you have to listen." or for a d, "don't stop listening."

Make sure to snap clearly: the speed of a piano metronome is a good pace to use
for snaps.

Tips

1. ↑ http://www.ultimatecampresource.com/site/camp-activity/snaps.html
2. ↑ http://www.ultimatecampresource.com/site/camp-activity/snaps.html
3. ↑ http://www.ultimatecampresource.com/site/camp-activity/snaps.html
4. ↑ http://www.ultimatecampresource.com/site/camp-activity/snaps.html
5. ↑ http://www.ultimatecampresource.com/site/camp-activity/snaps.html
6. ↑ http://www.ultimatecampresource.com/site/camp-activity/snaps.html
7. ↑ http://www.ultimatecampresource.com/site/camp-activity/snaps.html
8. ↑ http://www.ultimatecampresource.com/site/camp-activity/snaps.html
9. ↑ http://www.ultimatecampresource.com/site/camp-activity/snaps.html
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